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EC-826. A communication from the Branch
Chief of the Publications and Regulations
Branch, Internal Revenue Service, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Re-
lief for Reporting Required Minimum Dis-
tributions for IRAs for 2023’ (Notice 2023-23)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on March 14, 2023; to the Committee
on Finance.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Legislative and
Oversight Activities during the 117th Con-
gress by the Senate Committee on Veterans’
Affairs” (Rept. No. 118-3).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 974. A bill to amend the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966 to require the Secretary of Agri-
culture to make publicly available informa-
tion on infant formula procurement under
the special supplemental nutrition program
for women, infants, and children; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, and Mr.
MORAN):

S. 975. A bill to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to reform the con-
tribution system of the Universal Service
Fund, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 976. A bill to establish and expand child
care programs for parents who work non-
traditional hours, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. CASEY, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
REED, and Mr. TESTER):

S. 977. A bill to provide grants for fire sta-
tion construction through the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KING,
Ms. SMITH, and Ms. SINEMA):

S. 978. A bill to expand the use of open
textbooks in order to achieve savings for stu-
dents and improve textbook price informa-
tion; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. BROWN, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 979. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to reform and reduce
fraud and abuse in certain visa programs for
aliens working temporarily in the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
BRAUN):

S. 980. A bill to amend the Agricultural

Marketing Act of 1946 to exempt industrial
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hemp from certain requirements under the
hemp production program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. RISCH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. WELCH):

S. 981. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to define the term
natural cheese; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 982. A bill to establish an FBI hotline to
receive tips about persons trying to engage
in certain activities in the United States on
behalf of the Government of China or the
Chinese Communist Party, and to crim-
inalize the performance of the functions of a
law enforcement agency in the United States
on behalf of the Government of China or the
Chinese Communist Party; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. WELCH):

S. 983. A bill to permit the Attorney Gen-
eral to award grants for accurate date on
opioid-related overdoses, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. MARSHALL):

S. 984. A bill to amend the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966 to permit video or telephone cer-
tifications under the special supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants, and
children, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Mr. SCOTT
of Florida, Mr. RiscH, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. CrAPO, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Ms. ERNST, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. TIiLLIS, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. COTTON, and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 985. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure campus access at
public institutions of higher education for
religious groups; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 986. A bill to increase the criminal pen-
alty for mail fraud involving misrepresenta-
tion of the country of origin, to terminate
the authority to exclude countries from the
requirement to transmit advance electronic
information for 100 percent of mail ship-
ments under the STOP Act of 2018, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. PETERS, and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 987. A bill to expand the HERO Child-
Rescue Corps Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN):

S. 988. A bill to provide for coordination by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
of the process for reviewing certain natural
gas projects under the jurisdiction of the
Commission, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr.
MULLIN,
BUDD):

S. 989. A bill to establish a more uniform,
transparent, and modern process to author-
ize the construction, connection, operation,
and maintenance of international border-
crossing facilities for the import and export
of oil and natural gas and the transmission
of electricity; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

HOEVEN (for himself, Mr.
Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mr.
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By Mr. DAINES:

S. 990. A bill to require the Commander of
the North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand to conduct a gap analysis of the capa-
bilities of the North American Aerospace De-
fense Command; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. Bo00z-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Ms.
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROMNEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South
Carolina, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. YOUNG,
and Mrs. BRITT):

S.J. Res. 22. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Education
relating to ‘“‘Waivers and Modifications of
Federal Student Loans”; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Ms. SINEMA):

S. Res. 125. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Social Work Month and
World Social Work Day on March 21, 2023; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 133
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 133, a bill to extend the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project.
S. 134
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 134, a bill to require an an-
nual budget estimate for the initiatives
of the National Institutes of Health
pursuant to reports and recommenda-
tions made under the National Alz-
heimer’s Project Act.
S. 141
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 141, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
improve certain programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for home
and community based services for vet-
erans, and for other purposes.
S. 156
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 156, a bill to expand the use of
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E-Verify to hold employers account-
able, and for other purposes.
S. 321
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 321, a bill to amend
title 18, United States Code, to define
intimate partner to include someone
with whom there is or was a dating re-
lationship, and for other purposes.
S. 391
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 391, a bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to prohibit the
Securities and Exchange Commission
from requiring an issuer to disclose in-
formation relating to certain green-
house gas emissions, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 431, a bill to withhold United
States contributions to the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees in the Near ERast
(UNRWA), and for other purposes.
S. 469
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
469, a bill to require disclosure of the
total amount of interest that would be
paid over the life of a loan for certain
Federal student loans.
S. 505
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 505, a bill to amend section
212(d)(5) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to reform immigration
parole, and for other purposes.
S. 566
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 566, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify and extend the deduction for chari-
table contributions for individuals not
itemizing deductions.
S. 600
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 600, a bill to amend the Con-
trolled Substance Act to list fentanyl-
related substances as schedule I con-
trolled substances.
S. 686
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. KELLY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 686, a bill to author-
ize the Secretary of Commerce to re-
view and prohibit certain transactions
between persons in the United States
and foreign adversaries, and for other
purposes.
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S. 147
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 747, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to provide
grants to States, territories, and In-
dian Tribes to address contamination
by perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances on farms, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 858
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 8568, a bill to permit the
televising of Supreme Court pro-
ceedings.
S. 866
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 866, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to enhance
tax benefits for research activities.
S. 870
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOzZMAN) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 870, a bill to
amend the Federal Fire Prevention and
Control Act of 1974 to authorize appro-
priations for the United States Fire
Administration and firefighter assist-
ance grant programs.
S. 878
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
878, a bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act and the Controlled Sub-
stances Import and Export Act to mod-
ify the offenses relating to fentanyl,
and for other purposes.
S. 894
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 894, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to collect and disseminate information
on concussion and traumatic brain in-
jury among public safety officers.
S. 969
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 969, a bill to
amend the National Quantum Initia-
tive Act to make certain additions re-
lating to quantum modeling and sim-
ulation, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 8
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 8, a concurrent reso-
lution expressing the sense of Congress
that tax-exempt fraternal benefit soci-
eties have historically provided and
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continue to provide critical benefits to
the people and communities of the
United States.
S. RES. 120

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 120, a resolution desig-
nating March 23, 2023, as ‘‘National
Women in Agriculture Day”’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
KNG, Ms. SMITH, and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. 978. A bill to expand the use of
open textbooks in order to achieve sav-
ings for students and improve textbook
price information; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 978

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Affordable
College Textbook Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The high cost of college textbooks con-
tinues to be a barrier for many students in
achieving higher education.

(2) According to the College Board, during
the 2022-2023 academic year, the average stu-
dent budget for college books and supplies at
4-year public institutions of higher edu-
cation was $1,240.

(3) The Government Accountability Office
found that new textbook prices increased 82
percent between 2002 and 2012 and that al-
though Federal efforts to increase price
transparency have provided students and
families with more and better information,
more must be done to address rising costs.

(4) The growth of the internet has enabled
the creation and sharing of digital content,
including open educational resources that
can be freely used by students, teachers, and
members of the public.

(56) According to the Student PIRGs, ex-
panded use of open educational resources has
the potential to save students more than a
billion dollars annually.

(6) Federal investment in expanding the
use of open educational resources has low-
ered college textbook costs and reduced fi-
nancial barriers to higher education, while
making efficient use of taxpayer funds.

(7) Educational materials, including open
educational resources, must be accessible to
the widest possible range of individuals, in-
cluding those with disabilities.

SEC. 3. OPEN TEXTBOOK GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’” has
the meaning given the term in section 101 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001).

(2) OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE.—The
term ‘‘open educational resource’” has the
meaning given the term in section 133 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1015b).
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